GARDEN SMARTER! 5 THINGS TO DO THIS YEAR
10 Easy -to-Use Ideas s for Better Flnwers Next Sprmg pgess
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CHOOSING
THE PLANTS

ou've seen how 'H.I'|,1FI4_'1 “sha p-::"
Yllll' appexrance of your home, Bur,
like most gardeners, odds are you
really want to choose speafic plants,
SIZEITUP Afrer you determine
the shapes you want to use, 1t's
time to determine the ulnmane size
that will look good, For ._"-;._ar|1_7-||,'_
if you want a |:'-:.r.|||1:;|. the first
plant that comes to mind might
be a large spruce, But do vou want
one in your foundation planting?
Probably not it could grow o
be 25 beet wade or more! That size
would be much voo large for maost
houses, And | don't know about
you, but | certainly don’t want o
keep pruning a large prickly plant
[0 ]-.-\'.*1.'|:'5- it smiall. 5o the mature size
aof your choice becomes an Impar
tant faceor Sure, a capitata yew of
a Canadian hembock can be clipped
g 1t firs the spot, just factor the
maintenance time it will take as
vou choose each shape,

There are no hard and Fase rules
about heights, But vou don’t want
plants covering your windows, The
tallest shapes are wsually at the cor-
TS, ."'l'll.-i!-l LM h.l Tl.ll':' '::II:1I:I|J|'|'II'| i"a Tl
keep the plants there slightly above
or just below the edge of the roof,

Don't forger there's sun and
shade to consider, along with other
groawing conditions, So, to help you
get started, check out these plant
lists, broken down by shapes, to
the right.

You can easaly use ths ;l{"-.mn
technique if nothing's planted in
front of vour hame, Or if vou want
to revamp an established bindscape,
simply keep your favorite trees and
shrulss and pair them wp with a few
new sclections. All it rakes to ger a
fresh, updated look 15 choosing a
few simple shapes. o
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