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Make your garden shed
a welcoming destination
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[ you've ever wished there was paint that
would make a bland garden shed like the
one in the photo above invisible, there is
an easier way — landscaping,

Plant an ornamental tree, such as this
crabapple, on the south side. It brings the
structure into scale with its surroundings —
the shed no longer looks plopped in. And
it provides shade on the sunniest side 1o
reduce heat build-up. A viburnum on the
north cormer disguises an awkward juncion
between the shed and a screen that's hiding
o stofage ared. Two more viburnums keep
everything in balance and cover hard edges

Peak bloom time for the plants in this gar
den is mid- to late spring. The dwarf deulzia
i & long-bloomang cullivar and jis leaves
even change to purple in fall. This shrub is
tall encugh, and more substantial than annu-
als or perennials, 1o reduce corner cutting as

vou head to the shed.

Who wanis to end up -
with a bare or muddy ™=
spol al the edge ol a
beautiful bed?

Behind these low shrubs is a bushy, non-
climbing clematis [t has small white summer
Mowers, but it’s better known for the smoky
purple-red foliage. Don't bother staking the
weak stems. Let them lean into the bright
green foliage of the deutria for a striking
color contrast.

Finish off this 1030 foof area with ADD A PATH A curving path
of gray chushed granite thes the
structune to its kacation and
miakes it an interesting deitine-
tion. The area directly in front of
thee ahed is left open s0you can
dirivi a riding moser of whiel
other large equipment through
thee wide doanwary il necessany.

CASUAL ORTIDYT Flant — M,
wergnicas chose to the edge
#0 they can Créep oul onto
the paith for a casual look.
Like o thdier appearance?
Tot them back ¥ or Bin on
center 50 thelr shems just
reach the path’s edge.

perennials, such as campanula and véronica,
which you can plant and almost forget. Add
a 2-inch layer of mulch 1o keep down weeds
and conserve modsture, and you're ready 1o
sit back and relax (or get the mower out of
the shed and start cutting the grass! )

= Jiem Childs

ENJOY THE FRUIT Put acrabapple ina

fonwer bed o border, awary from sidewalks
and paths, and you wor't need 1o Sweep up

thae tiny fruit. But wou will enjoy watching the
bends that carry it awary on a winter day.
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Flowering crabapple
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